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WELCOME TO THE 2026 TEXAS DENTAL ASSOCIATION MEETING!

We are delighted to welcome you to 
the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center, right along the beautiful San 
Antonio Riverwalk, May 7–9, 2026. The 
TDA Council on the Annual Meeting 
and Continuing Education Programs, 
together with the dedicated staff of 
the TDA, have worked tirelessly to 
design an event that blends top-
notch education, hands-on learning, 

and opportunities to connect with colleagues from across Texas and beyond. 
Whether you are a dentist, hygienist, assistant, office manager, or predental 
student — there truly is something for everyone at this year’s TDA Meeting!

This year’s program is packed with nationally recognized speakers as well as 
fresh new voices in dentistry. Over three days, you’ll have access to courses 
tailored to every member of the dental team. We’re especially excited to 
highlight some new and notable additions for 2026:

•	 Keynote Session: Kick off Friday morning with Dr. Chris Ramsey at 7:30 a.m. 
His dynamic presentation, “Master Your Passion for Excellence,” is sure to 
inspire all attendees. Free for all attendees!

•	 Pankey Institute Partnership: For the first time, dentists can begin the 
renowned Pankey Essentials curriculum — all right here at the TDA Meeting.

•	 Special Programs for Hygienists: A local infiltration anesthesia course will 
be available for eligible hygienists needing to renew their certification.

•	 Pre-Dental Opportunities: The popular Dental School Admissions Panel 
returns on Saturday morning. Don’t forget that predental students can 
attend for free when they volunteer!

The Exhibit Hall will once again be the lively hub of the meeting, showcasing 
hundreds of exhibitors with the latest products, technology, and innovations 
to support your practice. Be sure to join us Thursday afternoon for our Tropical 
Tiki Party — a festive chance to relax, reconnect, and celebrate with colleagues. 
Pick out your favorite hula shirt and comb out those grass skirts, as costumes 
are encouraged and rewarded!

To help you make the most of your experience, download the TDA Meeting App 
for CE tracking, schedules, real-time updates, and exhibitor listings and show 
specials. For registration information, visit tdameeting.com and sign up early to 
take advantage of Early Bird Discounts!

While you’re here, we encourage you to enjoy San Antonio — stroll the Riverwalk, 
explore historic sites and museums, take a river taxi to the Pearl Brewery 
District, and sample some of the city’s world-class dining. This offers a great 
opportunity for team building beyond the classroom.

Whether you’re here to expand your clinical expertise, strengthen your team, 
or invest in your own growth, the 2026 TDA Meeting has something for you. 
Gather your team, bring your friends, and prepare for three unforgettable days 
of learning, networking, and inspiration in San Antonio.

COME SEE WHAT INSPIRATION AWAITS!
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MEETING INFORMATION

MEET THE COUNCIL ON THE  
ANNUAL MEETING AND  
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS
TDA’s Council on the Annual Meeting and Continuing Education 
Programs (CAMCEP) is comprised of six members, one early career 
dentist representative, and one consultant. They meet quarterly 
to plan all continuing education programs with TDA staff.

Throughout the year, they attend dental meetings nationwide to 
discover new speakers, exhibitors, and cutting-edge ideas. Their 
hard work behind the scenes ensures that each program exceeds 
expectations and provides the best experience for attendees. 
Look out for them at the meeting in their navy blue coats and be 
sure to say hi!

Yeri Guak, DMD, FICD 
2026 TDA Meeting Co-Chair
Partha Mukherji, DDS, FAGD, FICOI, 
FICD, FACD, FPFA 
2026 TDA Meeting Co-Chair
Shelley Seidel, DDS, MD 
Exhibits & Sponsorship Chair
Taylor G. Cook, DDS 
Workshop & Volunteer 
Recruitment Chair

Alicia Gray, DMD 
Registration & Social Events Co-Chair 
Courtni Tello, DDS, BSDH 
Registration & Social Events Co-Chair
Xavier Walker, DDS 
New Dentist Representative
Edwin A. McDonald, III, DDS, FAGD, FICD 
Consultant
Drew Vanderbrook, DDS 
Board Liaison

THE TDA MEETING
Brought to you by the Texas Dental Association

8701 W. Highway 71, Ste. 201-M
Austin, TX 78735

TDA MEETINGS STAFF
This department is responsible for the organization, coordination, 

and council support of the TDA Meeting, conferences, regional 
events, and online continuing education programs. 

Shannan Cook, CMP 
Director of Meetings and Continuing Education 

scook@tda.org

Nicole Gilbert, CMP 
Meetings & Exhibits Manager 

ngilbert@tda.org

2026 REGISTRATION AND 
HOUSING SERVICES 
Eleventh & Gather is the official registration and housing 
provider for the 2026 TDA Meeting. Please do not call the hotel 
directly to make reservations, as TDA has secured special rates. 
For any questions about registration or hotel accommodations, 
please contact them using the information below:

Eleventh & Gather
170 Depot St., Suite A, Blue Ridge, GA 30513

(512) 443-3675

tda@tda.org

tdameeting.com 

8:30 am–4:30 pm, Monday-Friday (Central Time)

Meeting Parking 
Parking is available at area hotels for 
overnight guests. In addition, there are 
multiple parking garages available within 
walking distance of the convention center. Visit 
www.sahbgcc.com/Visit-Us/Location-Directions-Parking 
for more information. 

MEETING INFORMATION
Meeting Location

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center 
900 E. Market Street, San Antonio, TX 78205

678-341-3039

tda@prereg.net

prereg.net/2026/tda 

9:00 am–4:00 pm, Monday-Friday (Eastern Time)

Beware of scam emails trying to sell you 
registration lists or discounted hotel rates.
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All events will be held at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center unless  
otherwise noted.

2026 TDA MEETING 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY, MAY 7
7:00 am–5:00 pm 	 Onsite Registration 

8:00 am–5:00 pm	 Continuing Education Courses

8:30 am–8:30 pm	 Alliance of the TDA Program, Marriott Rivercenter Hotel

10:00 am–6:00 pm 	 Exhibit Hall

4:30 pm–6:00 pm 	 TDA Tropical Tiki Party, Exhibit Hall 1

FRIDAY, MAY 8
7:00 am–5:00 pm 	 Onsite Registration 

7:30 am–8:30 am 	 Keynote Session, Stars at Night Ballroom

8:00 am–5:00 pm	 Continuing Education Courses

8:30 am–4:30 pm 	 Alliance of the TDA Program, Marriott Rivercenter Hotel

9:00 am–11:30 am 	 TDA House of Delegates

10:00 am–5:00 pm 	 Exhibit Hall

11:00 am 	 Reference Committees

5:30 pm 	 Divisional Caucus Meetings

SATURDAY, MAY 9
7:00 am–8:30 am 	 TDA Past Presidents & Past Vice-Presidents Breakfast

8:00 am–10:00 am	 Onsite Registration 

8:00 am–5:00 pm	 Continuing Education Courses

8:00 am–12:00 pm 	 TDA House of Delegates

1:30 pm–2:30 pm	 TDA House of Delegates

3:00 pm–4:00 pm	 TDA House of Delegates
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Register online at www.tdameeting.com from January 7 to May 9, 2026. Seats in continuing education courses are first-come, 
first-served, so register early to save money and secure your spot in popular courses!

Eleventh & Gather is our official registration provider. They will manage online and onsite registration of attendees and exhibitors. 
Be cautious of fraudulent companies that might try to contact you for registration or to sell attendee lists. Please note that the 
Texas Dental Association does not sell attendee lists or handle registration or hotel bookings through third parties. 

For registration inquiries, please contact Eleventh & Gather at:

EARLY BIRD 
REGISTRATION
Register through February 18! 

Register between January 7 
and February 18 and SAVE!

TDA members and their staff 
register for FREE! 

PRE-REGISTRATION
Register through March 31! 

Register between February 19 
and March 31.

Registration fees go up slightly.

STANDARD  
REGISTRATION
Register starting April 1! 

Register between April 1 and 
May 9.

Full-price registration  
fees apply.

REGISTRATION OPENS JANUARY 7, 2026

CANCELLATION POLICY
A full refund (less a 20% administrative fee) will be issued if cancelled on or before April 10, 2026. No refunds will be 
approved after this date. In the event of an emergency or death, cancellations will be reviewed on an individual basis.

REGISTRATION POLICIES:
•	 Dentists may not register under any category other than “dentist”.

•	 You must be registered under a dentist or team member registration category in order to earn CE credits.

•	 Photo identification is required for onsite registration.

•	 2026 TDA dues must be paid before you can attend the meeting at the member dentist rate.

•	 The deadline for early bird discounted registration is February 18, 2026.

•	 The deadline for pre-registration is March 31, 2026.

•	 Register on or before April 20 to receive your badge by mail. After this date, registration materials may be picked 
up onsite in the registration area.  

•	 By registering for the meeting, you authorize the TDA to add you to their email marketing list to receive 
convention updates for 2026 and subsequent years. You can opt-out at any time, but you will not receive 
pertinent information regarding your registration.

678-341-3039

tda@prereg.net

prereg.net/2026/tda 

9:00 am–4:00 pm, Monday-Friday (Eastern Time)

REGISTRATION

→   ↔   ←
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CATEGORY
EARLY BIRD 
Register thru  
February 18

PRE-REG  
Register thru  

March 31

STANDARD 
Registration 
starts April 1

DENTISTS TDA Member Dentist (includes Retired) 

ADA Member (outside of Texas) 

Non-ADA Member Dentist* 

Active-Duty Military or Federal Dentist

A 

B 

C 

D

$0 

$125 

$350 

$0

$50 

$150 

$550 

$50

$75 

$175 

$750 

$75

STAFF of TDA 
Member Dentist

Hygienist 

Dental Assistant 

Lab Tech 

Business Assistant/Front Office

I 

J 

K 

L

$0 

$0 

$0 

$0

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25

$50 

$50 

$50 

$50

STAFF of  
Non-TDA  
Member Dentist

Hygienist 

Dental Assistant 

Lab Tech 

Business Assistant/Front Office

M 

N 

O 

P

$50 

$50 

$50 

$50

$75 

$75 

$75 

$75

$100 

$100 

$100 

$100

STUDENTS Post Graduate Student 

Dental Student 

Student (Hygienist, Assistant, Pre-Dental)

E 

Q 

F

$0 

$0 

$0

$15 

$15 

$15

$25 

$25 

$25

FACULTY Faculty Non-TDA Member H $125 $150 $175

GUESTS Non-Dentist Family Member of TDA Member Dentist G $0 $25 $50

*Non-member dentist registration fees can be applied toward active membership  
if you join within 30 days after the meeting.  

For more details, contact rdaigle@tda.org or (512) 443-3675 ext. 137.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

2026 REGISTRATION FEES

@thetdameeting tdameeting.com@tda-meeting@tdameeting

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR THE LATEST UPDATES AND INFORMATION
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MEETING POLICIES

MEETING POLICIES
The following guidelines govern general convention registration and attendance at the 2026 TDA Meeting at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center. 
Attendees agree to these policies by registering for or attending the 2026 TDA Meeting. Please visit our website, tdameeting.com, for updates.

SMOKING/VAPING POLICY
Smoking and vaping are NOT permitted in any portion of the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, CE classrooms, or exhibit hall. In addition, the Marriott 
Riverwalk Hotel and Grand Hyatt Hotel are non-smoking facilities.

NON-SOLICITATION POLICY
With the exception of exhibitors operating within their designated booth space, no attendee may solicit business on the exhibit floor or in any of the CE 
classrooms. Violation of this policy will result in immediate expulsion from the meeting.

CONFERENCE PHOTOGRAPHY POLICY
The Texas Dental Association (TDA) reserves the right to use any photography/video taken at any courses or events during the 2026 TDA Meeting without 
permission of those persons depicted within the photography/video. The TDA may use photography/video in publications or other media including, but not 
limited to brochures, invitations, postcards, social media, and websites. Attendees’ names will not be published without written permission.

RECORDING POLICY
Any unauthorized audio recording or video recording of CE programs is strictly prohibited. Individual presenters may prohibit the taking of photographs 
of their presentation slides.

ATTENDING THE MEETING WITH CHILDREN
Children under the age of 18 must be registered and always accompanied by an adult while at the TDA Meeting (registration is free for children 
under 18). No children under the age of 18 will be allowed in lectures or workshops.

For the safety of your child and those visiting the Exhibit Hall, the TDA prohibits the use of baby strollers in the Exhibit Hall. Neither TDA nor the Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convention Center will be responsible for accidents that occur due to the use of strollers.

NURSING MOTHER’S ROOM 
A dedicated private room for Nursing Mothers is available in these locations:

•	 East Wing – Room 1212 (lobby corridor between Halls 3 & 4)
•	 West Wing – Room 2137 (next to Room 215 in Parkview)

ANTI-HARASSMENT POLICY
We expect all participants at the conference (contractors, vendors, exhibitors, venue staff, members, and all attendees) to:

•	 Abide by this policy in all venues, including ancillary events and official and unofficial social events;
•	 Exercise consideration and respect in your speech and actions;
•	 Refrain from demeaning, discriminatory, or harassing behavior and speech;
•	 Be mindful of your surroundings and of your fellow participants;
•	 Alert leadership if you notice a dangerous situation, someone in distress, or violations of this Anti-Harassment Policy, even if they  

seem inconsequential.

UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR
Unacceptable Behaviors Include:

•	 Intimidating, harassing, abusive, discriminatory, derogatory, or demeaning speech or actions by any participant at the conference and all related 
events and in one-on-one communications carried out in the context of the conference (event venues may be shared with members of the public; 
please be respectful to all patrons of these locations);

•	 Harmful or prejudicial verbal or written comments or visual images related to gender, sexual orientation, race, religion, disability, age, appearance, 
or other personal characteristics;

•	 Inappropriate use of nudity and/or sexual images in public places (including presentation slides);
•	 Deliberate intimidation, stalking, or following;
•	 Harassing photography or recording;
•	 Sustained disruption of talks or other events;
•	 Unwelcome and uninvited attention or contact;
•	 Physical assault (including unwelcome touch or groping);
•	 Real or implied threat of physical harm;
•	 Real or implied threat of professional or financial damage or harm.

Exhibits in the expo hall, sponsor or vendor booths, or similar activities are also subject to the Anti-Harassment Policy.
•	 Exhibitors should not use sexualized images, activities, or other material. Booth staff (including volunteers) should not use sexualized clothing, 

uniforms, or costumes, or otherwise create a sexualized environment.
•	 Be careful in the words that you choose. Remember that sexist, racist, and other exclusionary jokes can be offensive to those around you. 

Excessive swearing and offensive jokes are not appropriate for the conference.
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COURSE DISCLAIMERS
The Texas Dental Association makes every effort to present high-caliber 
speakers in their respective areas of expertise. Seminars of the TDA are 
offered as information only and not as financial, accounting, legal, or other 
professional advice. Attendees must consult with their own professional 
advisors for such advice. The ideas and comments expressed during the 
seminars are not necessarily endorsed by or those of the TDA.

All participants are cautioned about the risks of using new techniques, 
especially in courses that have not provided them with supervised clinical 
experience. All programs may be subject to change due to circumstances 
beyond our control.

CE CREDIT HOURS
CE credit hours are assigned as one hour of instruction equals one credit 
hour. The TDA Meeting assigns the CE type (technical & scientific, risk 
management, etc.) based on eligibility for licensing with the Texas State 
Board of Dental Examiners. Each state or organization has its own credit 
requirements, and attendees should check with their individual licensing 
board or organization to verify which courses may qualify for credit.

CE VERIFICATION
Every attendee who earns CE credits to meet their professional development 
requirements should print/save a copy of their CE transcript. This document 
should be kept as proof of your continuing activities at the meeting.

TIPS FOR VERIFYING YOUR CE
The TDA system helps you to keep track of your professional development/
CE activities at the meeting. Please take note of the following helpful hints to 
make the process easy and effortless:

•	 Check your Registration – make sure the name listed in your registration 
account matches your license name.

•	 Write down the Completion Code – codes are announced at the 
conclusion of every CE-eligible course. Partial credit cannot be granted 
and if you leave before the code is announced, you will forfeit any 
CE credits.

•	 Verify your CE – attendees can verify credits onsite, through the 
meeting app, or online post-meeting. Enter the codes at CE Verification 
or into the app, and then print/email a transcript.

DENTAL CONCIERGE
Seamlessly transfer your TDA Meeting CE credits into your Dental Concierge account. 
With the push of a button, all the courses you take at the conference can be added 
to your Dental Concierge account so you can track all your licensing requirements in 
one easy location. The app is FREE for TDA members and their staff.

WORKSHOPS
It is the responsibility of each registrant to 
check the course description carefully for 
equipment needs, participant requirements, 
or prerequisites. Failure to provide the 
required materials may prohibit participation 
and will not qualify you for a refund. We 
recommend attendees bring their own 
loupes, safety eyewear, and/or protective 
clothing for hands-on workshops.

CONTINUING EDUCATION
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See the chart below for a full list of CE topics offered at the 2026 TDA Meeting, organized alphabetically. Scan across to 
find each session’s day and speaker’s last name. Detailed course descriptions and speaker bios begin on page 12.

SPEAKERS BY TOPIC

TOPICS THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Anesthesia/Sedation Luce
Caries Nový
Communication/Team Henry 

McDonald
Cosmetics/Esthetics Norris  

Snyder
Dental Assisting McDonald Henry
Endodontics CE Express CE Express
Ergonomics Klein
Human Trafficking Swarthout
Hygiene Auger 

Davis 
Geisinger 
Nanne

Auger 
Estrada/Fox 
Geisinger

Estrada/Fox

Implants Attia
Insurance/Coding/Billing Duncan
Medically Complex Niessen
Medical Emergencies Read-Fuller
Nutrition/Health/ 
Mental Health

Odiatu CE Express Swarthout

Occlusion Kwiecien Kwiecien
Oral Pathology/Oral Med Patel 

Schlieve
Patel 
Schlieve

Oral Surgery CE Express
Orthodontics Blacher Norris 

CE Express
Pediatrics Otto
Periodontics Gardiner CE Express 

Grisdale
CE Express 
Geisinger 
Grisdale

Pharmacology Read-Fuller
Practice Management Banta 

Smith 
CE Express/Industry Insights

Anderson 
Camacho 
Duncan 
Gardiner 
Ramsey 
Smith 
CE Express

Anderson

Prosthodontics CE Express Orta CE Express
Radiology CE Express
Restorative Pankey E1 Pankey E1 Pankey E1
Risk Management Clarke 

Gardiner
Clarke

Sleep Medicine Batoon Batoon
Team Building McDonald
Technology CE Express Otto
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PROGRAM AT-A-GLANCETHURSDAY

CODE TOPIC SPEAKER EVENT TIME
DENTIST 

FEE
HYG 
FEE

STAFF 
FEE

PANKEY Restorative Pankey Pankey Essentials 1: Aesthetic and Functional 
Treatment Planning

8:00 am–5:00 pm $5,595 N/A N/A

T01 Hygiene Auger The Dental Hygiene Detective: Advance Risk Assessments 1:00 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

T02 Practice Mgmt Banta Top 10 Management Tools for a Successful Practice 9:00 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

T03 Practice Mgmt Banta Total Team Concept for Effective Scheduling 1:00 pm–3:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

T04 Sleep Medicine Batoon Women with Sleep Apnea and Hormone Imbalance 8:30 am–11:00 am $75 $60 $50 

T05 Sleep Medicine Batoon Wake Up Your Practice to Dental Sleep Medicine 1:00 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

T06 Orthodontics Blacher Integrating Invisalign Workflows and Team Training 8:30 am–11:00 am $85 $70 $60 

T07 Orthodontics Blacher Invisalign Clinical Confidence 1:00 pm–3:30 pm $85 $70 $60 

T08 Risk Management Clarke Reducing and Managing Preventable Incidents in Dentistry 9:00 am–11:00 am $65 $50 $40 

T09 Hygiene Davis The Magic of Air for Managing Dysbiotic Biofilms 9:00 am–11:30 am $85 $70 $60 

T10 Hygiene Davis Cannabis, Cancer & Chronic Pain: Exploring the Connections 1:30 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

T11 Insurance Duncan Dental Insurance in a Day: Part 1 9:00 am–12:00 pm $75 $60 $50 

T12 Insurance Duncan Dental Insurance in a Day: Part 2 1:30 pm–4:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

T13 Periodontics Gardiner The Periodontal Ligament Injection: The How and Why 8:30 am–11:30 am $85 $70 $60 

T14 Risk Management Gardiner 2026 Practice Within Accepted Standards of Care 1:00 pm–4:00 pm $75 $60 $50 

T15 Hygiene Geisinger Evidence-Based Oral Hygiene Recommendations in the  
Age of Dr. Google

1:30 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

T16 Ergonomics Klein Ergonomics in Dentistry: Protect Your Money Maker 9:00 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

T17 Ergonomics Klein Dental Career Longevity: Practice Happy and Finish Healthy! 1:00 pm–3:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

T18 Anesthesia Luce Minimal (Lvl 1) Enteral Sedation Review Course 8:00 am–4:00 pm $245 $195 $175 

T19 Dental Assisting McDonald Art & Science of Provisional Restoration for Assistants 8:30 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

T20 Dental Assisting McDonald Art & Science of Provisional Restoration for Assistants: 
Hands-on Workshop

1:00 pm–4:00 pm $185 $185 $185 

T21 Hygiene Nanne Become a Hero of Dentistry and Solve the Dry Mouth Mystery! 8:30 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

T22 Hygiene Nanne Prevention vs Prosecution: How This Life Could Have 
Been Saved

1:30 pm–4:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

T23 Nutrition/Health Odiatu The Secret Lives of Patients: Five Habits You Need to Know! 9:00 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

T24 Nutrition/Health Odiatu Essential Nutrition for the Dental Professional 1:00 pm–3:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

T25 Oral Pathology Patel Oral Cancer and Precancerous Lesions 8:30 am–11:00 am $85 $70 $60 

T26 Oral Pathology Patel Radiographic Pathology 1:00 pm–3:30 pm $85 $70 $60 

T27 Pharmacology Read-Fuller Modern Pain Control and the Changing Role of Opioids 8:00 am–12:00 pm $205 $105 $85 

T28 Medical 
Emergencies

Read-Fuller Avoiding Disasters: Emergency Management in the 
Denta Office

1:30 pm–4:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

T29 Oral Pathology Schlieve Dental Care for Patients with Head and Neck Cancer 1:30 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

T30 Practice Mgmt Smith Love What You Do, Go Home with Everything Done 8:00 am–10:30 am $75 $60 $50 

T31 Networking TDA Alliance BINGO, Wine and Cheese Event 2:30 pm–4:30 pm $45 $45 $45 

EXP01 Technology Mukherji From Spark to Success: Turning Ideas into Dental Innovations 8:00 am–9:00 am $30 $30 $30 

EXP02 Oral Surgery James Surgical Confidence for the GP: What They Didn’t Teach You in 
Dental School

9:30 am–10:30 am $30 $30 $30 

EXP03 Technology Rooney Scanning Your Way from Ordinary to Extraordinary 11:00 am–12:00 pm $30 $30 $30 

EXP04 Radiology Brassfield Radiography Rehab: Rethinking Dental Radiography 12:30 pm–1:30 pm $30 $30 $30 

EXP05 Technology Griffin Make 3D Printing a Big Winner for Your Practice 2:00 pm–3:00 pm $30 $30 $30 

EXP06 Prosthodontics Hurlbut Pathways into Digital Dentures 3:30 pm–4:30 pm $30 $30 $30 
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PROGRAM AT-A-GLANCE FRIDAY

CODE TOPIC SPEAKER EVENT TIME
DENTIST 

FEE
HYG 
FEE

STAFF 
FEE

KEY01 General Audience Ramsey KEYNOTE: Master Your Passion for Excellence 7:30 am–8:30 am $0 $0 $0 

PANKEY Restorative Pankey Pankey Essentials 1, continued 8:00 am–5:00 pm See 
Thur

N/A N/A

F01 Practice Mgmt Anderson Stop Cancellations! Build and Maintain a Productive 
Schedule NOW!

1:30 pm–4:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

F02 Implants Attia Avoiding & Managing Complications in Implant Dentistry 9:00 am–12:00 pm $85 $70 $50 

F03 Implants Attia AOX Full Arch Workflow and How to Avoid Complications: 
Hands-on Workshop

1:00 pm–4:00 pm $425 $425 $425 

F04 Hygiene Auger Donuts, Diabetes and Dentistry: The Vital Role of 
Dental Professionals

9:00 am–12:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F05 Hygiene Auger The RDH Toolkit: A Modern Approach to Prevention 1:30 pm–4:30 pm $85 $70 $60 

F06 Sleep Medicine Batoon Wake Up Your Practice to Dental Sleep Medicine Hands-
on Workshop

9:00 am–12:00 pm $425 $425 $425 

F07 Risk Mgmt Clarke Managing Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office 1:00 pm–3:00 pm $65 $50 $40 

F08 Practice Mgmt Duncan Front Office Forum 9:00 am–11:30 am $75 $65 $55 

F09 Hygiene Estrada/Fox A Hygienists’ Guide to Local Infiltration Anesthesia 9:30 am–11:30 am $85 $70 $60 

F10 Hygiene Estrada/Fox A Hygienists’ Guide to  Local Infiltration Anesthesia 1:00 pm–3:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F11 Practice Mgmt Gardiner Medical History and Informed Consent 9:00 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

F12 Hygiene Geisinger Up in Smoke: Smoking, Vaping and Cannabis and Their Effects 
on Oral Health

9:30 am–12:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F13 Hygiene Geisinger Killer Smile? The Oral-Systemic Connection 1:30 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F14 Periodontics Grisdale Suturing Boot Camp: Hands-on Basic & Advanced 
Suturing Techniques

9:00 am–12:00 pm $475 $475 $475 

F15 Periodontics Grisdale Emerging Trends in Periodontics 1:30 pm–4:30 pm $85 $70 $60 

F16 Communication/
Team Building

Henry Harnessing the Power of Personalities within the 
Dental Practice

9:00 am–12:00 pm $75 $60 $50 

F17 Dental Assisting Henry Battling and Beating the Demons of Dental Assisting 1:30 pm–4:30 pm $75 $60 $50 

F18 Occlusion Kwiecien Every Case is a Big Case 1:00 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F19 Team Building McDonald The New Patient Experience Team Seminar 9:00 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

F20 Esthetics Norris Alternatives for Implants in the Esthetic Zone 9:00 am–12:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F21 Orthodontics Norris New Horizons in Interdisciplinary Treatment 1:30 pm–4:30 pm $85 $70 $60 

F22 Caries Nový Nobody Caries 8:30 am–11:30 am $85 $70 $60 

F23 Caries Nový Offensive Dentistry 1:00 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F24 Prosthodontics Orta Application of Biomimetics in Prosthodontics 9:00 am–12:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F25 Prosthodontics Orta Advanced Adhesive Onlays: A Biomimetic 
Approach Workshop

1:30 pm–4:30 pm $425 $425 $425 

F26 Pediatrics Otto Yes to Comprehensive Care 9:30 am–11:30 am $85 $70 $60 

F27 Pediatrics Otto Unlocking Pediatric Dentistry 1:00 pm–4:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F28 Oral Pathology Patel Common Lesions of the Oral Cavity 9:00 am–11:30 am $85 $70 $60 

F29 Practice Mgmt Ramsey Master Your Sixth Sense: Understanding the Arts of 
Persuasion and Human Decision Making

1:00 pm–4:00 pm $75 $60 $50 

F30 Oral Pathology Schlieve Advancements in the Management of Jaw Cysts and Tumors 9:00 am–11:30 am $85 $70 $60 

F31 Practice Mgmt Smith The Patient, The Person, The Promise, The Problem 9:30 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

F32 Esthetics Snyder Aesthetics and Occlusion 9:00 am–12:00 pm $85 $70 $60 

F33 Esthetics Snyder Posterior Direct Restorations: Contacts, Complications, 
Cosmetics and Occlusion

1:30 pm–4:30 pm $85 $70 $60 

F34 Human Trafficking Swarthout Human Trafficking Training for Dental Professionals 1:30 pm–4:00 pm $65 $55 $55 

F35 Practice Mgmt. Camacho Path to Practice Ownership: Identify the Route to Successful 
Practice Ownership in Today’s Marketplace

9:00 am–11:00 am $45 $45 $45 

F36 Networking ACD/ICD/PFA Breakfast 6:45 am–8:30 am $50 $50 $50 

EXP07 Practice Mgmt Revering From Maybe to Yes: Unlocking Case Acceptance 8:30 am–9:30 am $30 $30 $30 

EXP08 Endo/Perio Bodapati/Ganne Endo/Perio Lesions: Diagnosis and Treatment 10:00 am–11:00 am $30 $30 $30 

EXP09 Endodontics Ganne Management of Endodontic Emergencies 12:00 pm–1:00 pm $30 $30 $30 

EXP10 Health Methven Chairside Calm: Breathwork and Mind-Body 1:30 pm–2:30 pm $30 $30 $30 

EXP11 Orthodontics Reece Splints, Nightguards & Orthotics 3:00 pm–4:00 pm $30 $30 $30 

GEN
ERAL IN

FO

EDUCATION
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PROGRAM AT-A-GLANCESATURDAY

CODE TOPIC SPEAKER EVENT TIME
DENTIST 

FEE
HYG 
FEE

STAFF 
FEE

PANKEY Restorative Pankey Pankey Essentials 1 continued 8:00 am–5:00 pm See 
Thur

N/A N/A

S01 Practice Mgmt Anderson Why Dental Teams Fail: Creating a Culture of Success 9:00 am–11:30 am $75 $60 $50 

S02 Hygiene Estrada/Fox A Hygienists’ Guide to Local Infiltration Anesthesia 9:00 am–11:00 am $85 $70 $60 

S03 Periodontics Geisinger Smile Esthetics & the Importance of the Gingival Framework 8:30 am–11:00 am $85 $70 $60 

S04 Periodontics Grisdale Contemporary Esthetic Functional Gingival Grafting Workshop 8:00 am–11:00 am $475 $475 $475 

S05 Occlusion Kwiecien Predictable Dentistry: Occlusion Really is the Key 8:00 am–11:00 am $85 $70 $60 

S06 Medically Complex Niessen Caring for Medically Complex Adults 8:00 am–11:00 am $85 $70 $60 

S07 Technology Otto Unleashing the Power of AI in Dentistry 8:30 am–11:00 am $85 $70 $60 

S08 Health/Nutrition Swarthout Suicide Prevention in Dentistry 8:30 am–11:00 am $65 $55 $45 

S09 Networking Panel Dental School Admissions Panel 9:00 am–11:00 am $25 $25 $25 

EXP12 Endodontics Hu Restoring Endodontically Treated Teeth 8:00 am–9:00 am $30 $30 $30 

EXP13 Prosthodontics Bergamini Clinical Application of Overdentures from Simple Cases to 
Advanced Concepts

9:30 am–10:30 am $30 $30 $30 

EXP14 Periodontics Hegde Periodontal Approaches to Smile Design 11:00 am–12:00 pm $30 $30 $30 

GE
N

ER
AL

 IN
FO

CODE TOPIC SPONSOR SPEAKER EVENT TIME FEE
IND02 Practice Mgmt. Dental Pitch 

Brokerage 
Desmond Unlock Maximum Value: Proven Strategies for Selling Your 

Dental Practice with Confidence
9:30 am–10:30 am FREE!

IND03 Practice Mgmt. Triumphant 
Transition Partners 

Thompson/May Understanding the Dental DSO Landscape & Strategic 
Insights for Practice Owners

11:00 am–12:00 pm FREE!

IND04 Practice Mgmt. McLerran & 
Associates

Moncrief Preparing for a Practice Sale: Doctor-to-Doctor vs DSO 1:30 pm–2:30 pm FREE!

IND05 Practice Mgmt. Provide Green/Fisher Be Your Own Landlord: Buy or Build Commercial Real Estate 
With Little – Or No – Money Down

3:00 pm–4:00 pm FREE!

CE EXPRESS: INDUSTRY INSIGHTS THURSDAY

EDUCATION

SUPPORT OUR EXHIBITORS!  
The Exhibit Hall will be open at 10 am 
each day. Make sure to visit during 
these hours to explore the latest 
products and services from our 
exhibitors! Scan the QR code to see 
the list of exhibitors and floor plan. 

EXHIBIT HALL HOURS

Thursday, May 7	 10:00 am–6:00 pm

Friday, May 8		  10:00 am–5:00 pmEXHIBITS
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS THURSDAY

TH
URSDAY

COURSE #: PANKEY

TIME: 8:00 am–5:00 pm  
(Thursday–Saturday)

FEES: Dentist–$5,595

AUDIENCE: D

CE HOURS: 24 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 250

LIMIT: 24 attendees

LEE ANN BRADY, DMD MICHAEL J. CRETE, DDS

RICHARD F. HUNT, III, DDS C. ROGER MACIAS, DDS

Pankey Essentials 1: Aesthetic and Functional Treatment Planning

Transform your dental practice experience to achieve heightened predictability, 
profitability, and personal fulfillment. Unlock the gateway to success with the 
Essentials Series, where Aesthetic and Functional Treatment Planning lays the 
foundation for your journey. By embracing a systematic approach rooted in risk 
assessment, patient engagement, and proactive risk management, you pave the 
way for technical excellence and reliable outcomes. Imagine practicing dentistry on 
your terms, focusing on the procedures you love, and cultivating relationships with 
patients who deeply value your expertise and the exceptional care you provide. 
This transformative course centers around an exhaustive examination, precise 
diagnosis, and meticulous treatment planning strategy encompassing five pivotal 
areas: aesthetics, occlusion, restorative techniques, biological considerations, and 
patient-centered care. Equipped with this comprehensive process, you’ll exit the 
course with proficiency and confidence, prepared to implement these strategies 
immediately into your practice, ensuring a more prosperous and fulfilling professional 
journey ahead.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Capture clinical photographs for aesthetic treatment planning.
2.	 Aesthetically treatment plan tooth and gingival position.
3.	 Complete a functional exam and capture diagnostic records.
4.	 Complete an occlusal risk assessment and identify low, moderate and high 

risk patients.

Course fee includes continental breakfast and lunch provided each day plus all 
materials and supplies.

Dr. Brady is a privately practicing dentist and 
nationally recognized educator, lecturer and author. 
She is currently Executive Director and Director of 
Education of the Pankey Institute. She practices in 
Glendale, Arizona.

Dr. Crete owned a private practice for 38 years that he 
transitioned from an insurance dependent practice 
to a fee-for-service, relationship-based practice. He 
received his dental degree from the University of 
Michigan School of Dentistry and currently serves as 
a visiting faculty member at the Pankey Institute and 
as the alumni relations officer.

Dr. Hunt maintains a restorative practice in Rocky 
Mount, North Carolina. He leads the Dental Practice 
Readiness course for the D4 class at the UNC School 
of Dentistry. He is a lead faculty member for the 
Essentials 1 curriculum at the Pankey Institute and 
serves are course coordinator for the Pankey Scholar 
program. He has served in a variety of leadership 
roles within the NC Dental Society, the ADA, and the 
Dental Assisting National Board among others.

Dr. Macias attended the University of Texas Health 
Science Center Dental School at San Antonio and 
graduated in 1983. Since 1999, he has served as a 
visiting faculty member of the L.D. Pankey Institute. 
He currently serves as lead faculty with the Essential 
1 curriculum. He maintains a general dental practice at 
the Texas Center for Athletes facility, where he offers 
comprehensive aesthetic and restorative dentistry 
with a great interest in sports dentistry and the 
treatment of disorders of the TMJ, sleep disordered 
breathing and obstructive sleep apnea.

This program 
is presented in 
partnership with 
The Pankey Institute.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY
A THREE DAY COURSE FOR DENTISTS
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONSTHURSDAY

TH
UR

SD
AY

COURSE #: T01

TIME: 1:00 pm–4:00 pm

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, H, ST

CE HOURS: 3 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 490

COURSE #: T02

TIME: 9:00 am–11:30 am

FEES: Dentist–$75, Hygienist–$60, 
Staff–$50

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST, BA

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Not eligible

AGD CODE: 550

COURSE #: T03

TIME: 1:00 pm–3:30 pm

FEES: Dentist–$75, Hygienist–$60, 
Staff–$50

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST, BA

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Not eligible

AGD CODE: 550

AMBER AUGER, MPH, RDH

LOIS J. BANTA

The Dental Hygiene Detective: Advance Risk Assessments

Top 10 Management Tools for a Successful Practice

Total Team Concept for Effective Scheduling

There are many clues that provide evidence of oral disease such as occlusal wear, 
recession, bleeding, fissured tongues, erythematic tissues, incipient lesions, and 
many more. Determining our patient’s high-risk factors for oral disease and systemic 
health is multifactorial, and our role as dental professionals allows us to evaluate and 
identify the first signs of disease. This program will help you and your team review 
patient risk factors in depth while empowering the clinician to compare clinical 
technologies that align with the patient’s lifestyle to reduce disease.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Review the role of pH in caries risk assessment and learn to identify stages of 

demineralization and remineralization.
2.	 Learn how to expedite risk assessments to enhance patient education 

and prevention.
3.	 Prioritize the patient’s high-risk factors to comprehensively decrease their risk of 

oral and systemic diseases.

Designing systems and protocols for a good foundation of production and collection 
can be quite a challenge. This seminar is designed to identify strategies and systems 
to keep your finger in on the pulse of the practice and address day to day concerns 
before they become major issues.  We will identify the top 10 must have systems that 
need to be in place to achieve optimal results.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Identify key systems for a successful practice.
2.	 Hire and train for great teams.
3.	 Choreographing scheduling and collections for ultimate success.

Learn the secrets of effective scheduling.  It seems so simple, but it’s not. In reality 
you’ve got last minute cancellations, procedures that take longer than expected, 
grumpy patients in the reception room, and grumpier staff members blaming each 
other (or the dentist). Good scheduling guarantees happier doctors, staff, and 
patients. And when everyone is happier, your bottom line will be healthier.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Learn the secrets of effective communication.
2.	 Learn how to stop cancellations and no-shows.
3.	 Learn efficient scheduling.

Ms. Auger has 25 years of experience in the dental hygiene industry. She is a practicing dental hygienist, corporate consultant, and RDH 
coach. She is the creator of Thrive in the OP®. She is the recipient of the 2019 Award of Distinction for her work in public health. She is a 
monthly columnist with RDH Magazine, fractional hygiene director, and an international lecturer.

Ms. Banta is CEO, President and Founder of Healthcare Enterprises, Inc., a company that specializes in all aspects of dental practice 
retreats and lectures. She has over 45 years of dental experience and consults and speaks nationally and internationally. She is the CEO 
of The Speaking Consulting Network, Co-Founder of COLLABricon and a member of several professional organizations.

AUDIENCE CODES
D H A ST LT BA

Dentist Hygienist Assistant Student Lab Tech Business Assistant
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS THURSDAY

TH
URSDAY

COURSE #: T04

TIME: 8:30 am–11:00 am

FEES: Dentist–$75, Hygienist–$60, 
Staff–$50

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 150

COURSE #: T05

TIME: 1:00 pm–4:00 pm

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST

CE HOURS: 3 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific 
TSBDE Requirement for Dental 
Treatment of Obstructive Sleep 
Apnea (22 TAC §108.12(b))

AGD CODE: 730

DIANA BATOON, DMD, D. ABDSM

Women with Sleep Apnea and Hormone Imbalance: Seasons of Life

Wake Up Your Practice to Dental Sleep Medicine

As women age, their health cycles through a series of changes. Some women are 
affected more than others. Come and learn how root causes related to hormone 
imbalance, sleep fragmentation and oral manifestations can affect quality of life, 
work performance and brain health. Whether this speaks to you, a team member, 
your patients or someone you know — the information you learn can help them 
manage and strive for overall health and wellness.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Learn about recent research and developments that can help you become better 

health providers and screen patients for possible medical conditions.
2.	 Understand how to implement simple screening tools to rule out sleep disorders 

in women.
3.	 Understand and help patients that may be dealing with chronic pain, fertility 

or ADD/ADHD.

Dental sleep medicine is a level of service that every dental practice should offer. 
Changing and saving lives sets your practice apart and builds stronger relationships 
with your existing patient base and potential new clients. Increase your knowledge 
with learning about sleep apnea, TMD, and malocclusion. These dental conditions 
can broaden your understanding and change the way you do dentistry forever.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Successfully screen and implement dental sleep medicine in dentistry.
2.	 Identify all ages of patients and the intimate connections between the oral cavity, 

head and neck and major organs.
3.	 Learn how to treatment plan, sequence, and bill sleep apnea and TMD 

oral appliances.

Dr. Batoon is a highly regarded educator and public speaker within the dental and medical community, specializing in raising awareness 
about sleep-related breathing disorders and promoting a healthy airway. She practices in Scottsdale, Arizona and is a diplomate with 
the ABDSM. She is part-time faculty at Midwestern University Dental Institute and works closely with the local Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital & Mayo Clinic in Arizona.

These programs 
are sponsored by 
an unrestricted 
educational grant 
provided by The 
Alliance of the TDA.

I won’t lie — I was about giving up because of 
the mental demands. Not until I attended this 
meeting and then my passion was reignited, 
and I’m glad that I’m back, and I will surely be 
attending the 2026 meeting.

— 2025 TDA Attendee
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONSTHURSDAY

TH
UR

SD
AY

COURSE #: T08

TIME: 9:00 am–11:00 am

FEES: Dentist–$65, Hygienist–$50, 
Staff–$40

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, BA, ST

CE HOURS: 2 hours

CE TYPE: Risk Management

AGD CODE: 565

COURSE #: T06

TIME: 8:30 am–11:00 am

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 370

COURSE #: T07

TIME: 1:00 pm–3:30 pm

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, A, ST

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 370

JACQUELINE E. CLARKE, J.D. 

CHRISTINA BLACHER, DMD

Reducing and Managing Preventable Incidents in Dentistry:  
Swallowed Instruments + Wrong Tooth Extractions

Integrating Invisalign Workflows and Team Training

Invisalign Clinical Confidence

Adverse incidents, such as swallowed or aspirated instruments and wrong-tooth 
treatment, are among the most preventable yet increasingly reported risks in 
dentistry. These events are occurring more frequently, and are driving a growing 
number of liability claims. This course equips dental professionals with the 
knowledge and tools to reduce these risks and respond effectively when they arise. 
Through case studies, root cause analysis, and practical exercises, participants 
will learn to recognize common clinical and situational risk factors that increase the 
potential for preventable adverse events.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Understand the claim trends associated with incidents and their implications for 

practice liability.
2.	 Implement systems to decrease the potential for swallowed or aspirated 

instruments and prevent wrong-tooth treatment.
3.	 Develop effective response plans and patient communication strategies when 

preventable incidents do occur.
4.	 Foster a culture of safety, documentation, and accountability within members of 

the dental team.

This course is perfect for integrating Invisalign into your practice. This course will 
help you understand how to utilize iTero to grow your Invisalign practice and how 
to get team members involved in case acceptance. This course will also review 
common workflows from start to finish during an Invisalign case and discuss how to 
integrate your team members.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Understand the clinical reasons for diagnosing Invisalign cases.
2.	 Learn the steps to integrate iTero scanning into hygiene appointments.
3.	 Utilize new case acceptance techniques for getting patients to say “yes” 

to treatment.
4.	 Understand common Invisalign workflows from start to finish of treatment.

In this course, we will dive deep into the clinical setups for how to achieve the most 
predictable Invisalign cases. We will cover tooth movements, attachments, setting 
up ClinChecks, and identifying and resolving common tracking issues. This course 
will leave you feeling confident about any Invisalign case.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Review the most predictable tooth movements for case selection.
2.	 Understand the mechanics involved in the Invisalign system.
3.	 Learn how to set up ClinChecks for the most predictable cases.
4.	 Review why tracking issues occur and understand how to fix them.

Ms. Clarke currently serves as the Lead Dental Risk Consultant for MedPro Group. Prior to MedPro Group, she worked as a medical 
malpractice litigation attorney in the Detroit-area where she specialized in the defense of hospitals, healthcare facilities, physicians, 
nurses, and dentists in all stages of licensing, claims, and litigation processes.

Dr. Blacher is a general dentist based in Frisco, Texas and the founder of Christina Blacher Consulting. Dr. Blacher earned her Chemistry 
degree from Indiana University and her Doctor of Dental Medicine from Midwestern University College of Dental Medicine. As a 5-time 
Platinum Invisalign® provider, Dr. Blacher has educated over 20,000 dental professionals and provides consultation on more than 2,000 
Invisalign® cases annually.

These programs 
are sponsored by 
an unrestricted 
educational 
grant provided by 
Align Technology.

This program is 
sponsored by 
an unrestricted 
educational 
grant provided by 
MedPro Group.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS THURSDAY

TH
URSDAY

COURSE #: T09

TIME: 9:00 am–11:30 am

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 490

COURSE #: T10

TIME: 1:30 pm–4:00 pm

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 490

COURSE #: T11

TIME: 9:00 am–12:00 pm

FEES: Dentist–$75, Hygienist–$60, 
Staff–$50

AUDIENCE: D, BA

CE HOURS: 3 hours

CE TYPE: Not eligible

AGD CODE: 550

COURSE #: T12

TIME: 1:30 pm–4:30 pm

FEES: Dentist–$75, Hygienist–$60, 
Staff–$50

AUDIENCE: D, BA

CE HOURS: 3 hours

CE TYPE: Not eligible

AGD CODE: 550

KAREN DAVIS, RDH, BSDH

TERESA DUNCAN, MS

The Magic of Air for Managing Dysbiotic Biofilms Around Implants and Teeth

Cannabis, Cancer & Chronic Pain: Exploring the Connections

Dental Insurance in a Day: Part 1

Dental Insurance in a Day: Part 2

Dysbiotic biofilms fuel diseases within and outside the oral cavity. Novel technology 
and compelling scientific evidence incorporating Guided Biofilm Therapy (GBT) warrants 
careful understanding of how this method of biofilm management benefits the patient, 
the practice and the clinicians. GBT requires a shift in traditional approaches to treat 
oral diseases, but the rewards are easy, minimally-invasive, comfortable, and safe 
eradiation of dysbiotic biofilms from implants, teeth, and periodontal pockets.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Appraise evidence surrounding pathogenic biofilms as a direct and indirect 

promoter of chronic diseases.
2.	 Distinguish vast clinical benefits GBT provides to eradicate pathogenic biofilms 

efficiently, effectively, and safely.
3.	 Identify scientific evidence surrounding incorporation of GBT and the substantial 

advantages for patients and clinicians.

Do you know how many of your patients living with cancer or suffering from chronic 
pain use various forms of cannabis regularly? Is cannabis therapeutic for cancer or 
pain management and if so, is it evidence-based data? Dental professionals need a 
robust understanding of various forms of cannabis usage, and the influence regular 
usage has on the oral cavity.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Appraise the important role of the endocannabinoid system in the body.
2.	 Examine evidence surrounding therapeutic use of cannabis in the management of 

cancer and chronic pain.
3.	 Identify oral consequences of regular cannabis usage.

The dental insurance landscape is constantly evolving, and so should your systems. This 
course is designed to help dental professionals stay up-to-date with the latest insurance 
trends and best practices. Whether you’re an experienced insurance coordinator or new 
to the field, you’ll discover actionable strategies to streamline your insurance processes, 
minimize claim delays and denials, and maximize reimbursement for your practice 
and your patients. Part 1 topics will include: industry and plan design trends; Medicare 
Advantage and compliance issues; and how to obtain accurate plan benefits.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Discuss insurance plan types, trends, and patient behavior.
2.	 Gather tips to obtain reimbursement, including management of documentation 

and attachments.
3.	 Decipher plan designs for both in-network and out-of-network patients.

This course is designed to help dental professionals stay up-to-date with the latest 
insurance trends and best practices. Part 2 topics will include: clinical notes (with 
and without AI); payment considerations; and denial management.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Gather tips to obtain reimbursement, including management of documentation 

and attachments.
2.	 Decipher plan designs for both in-network and out-of-network patients.
3.	 Explore how AI is used in your claims process and how to make it work for you.

The morning lecture (T11) is a prerequisite for the afternoon session.

Ms. Davis is owner of her own continuing education company, Cutting Edge Concepts®. She is a practicing dental hygienist in Dallas, 
Texas and has enjoyed being a part of the same dental practice for over 30 years. Dentistry Today has recognized Karen as a “Leader 
in Continuing Education” since 2006, and she is the 2003 recipient of the Gordon Christensen Speaker Recognition Award. Financial 
Disclaimer: Independent consultant to EMS, Philips Oral Healthcare, Septodont, Tokuyama, Periosciences, and YOUNG Dental.

Ms. Duncan is a speaker and writer with over 25 years of experience in healthcare. She is the author of “Moving Your Patients to Yes: 
Easy Insurance Conversations” and contributes to the ADA’s Annual CDT Companion Guide. Her podcast, “Nobody Told Me That!” is a 
resource for dental leaders. She has a Master’s Degree in healthcare management.

This program is 
sponsored by 
an unrestricted 
educational 
grant provided by 
EMS Dental.

These programs 
are sponsored by 
an unrestricted 
educational 
grant provided 
by DentalHQ.

This program is 
sponsored by 
an unrestricted 
educational grant 
provided by Philips 
Oral Health Care.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONSTHURSDAY

TH
UR

SD
AY

COURSE #: T13

TIME: 8:30 am–11:30 am

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, H, ST

CE HOURS: 3 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 490

COURSE #: T15

TIME: 1:30 pm–4:00 pm

FEES: Dentist–$85, Hygienist–$70, 
Staff–$60

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST

CE HOURS: 2.5 hours

CE TYPE: Technical & Scientific

AGD CODE: 490

COURSE #: T14

TIME: 1:00 pm–4:00 pm

FEES: Dentist–$75, Hygienist–$60, 
Staff–$50

AUDIENCE: D, H, A, ST, BA

CE HOURS: 3 hours

CE TYPE: Risk management

AGD CODE: 550

MITCHELL GARDINER, DMD

MIA L. GEISINGER, DDS, MS

The Periodontal Ligament Injection: The How and Why

Tik Tok Toothpaste? Evidence-Based Oral Hygiene Recommendations in the Age of Dr. Google

Changing Standards of Care: 2026 Practice Within Accepted Standards of Care and  
Protect Your Patients and Yourself

Dentists can give a conservative periodontal ligament injection in the mandible 
for almost all of their restorative dentistry. In this lecture course, dentists and 
hygienists will observe the injection being administered on camera, see the types of 
restorative care being performed, and patients will discuss their experiences with 
this anesthesia compared to the inferior alveolar nerve block.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Re-learn the periodontal ligament anatomy to understand better why the injection 

is effective.
2.	 Learn how to give an effective injection to the periodontal ligament.
3.	 Learn the best armamentarium for the periodontal ligament injection and the best 

anesthetic to use.

Have you seen a social media influencer talking about the next, best oral hygiene 
product? From purple toothpaste to DIY whitening products to oil pulling, our patients 
receive a barrage of online recommendations that may or may not have science 
to back them up. While dental associations, the National Institutes of Health, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the United States Surgeon General 
agree on the importance of proper self-delivered oral hygiene, there continues to 
be confusion in the lay media and the public about the role of patient-administered 
oral hygiene for the prevention of oral diseases. This interactive course will review 
current recommendations for oral home care, discuss strategies to deliver person-
centered oral hygiene instructions for patients based upon risks for al diseases, and 
review the current evidence regarding oral hygiene and/or products.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Understand the risks and benefits of various oral hygiene practices and/

or products.
2.	 List the optimal strategies and rationale for oral hygiene.
3.	 Develop home-care recommendations that focus on evidence-based strategies 

for oral health.
4.	 Discuss the importance of preventive strategies for oral diseases including 

maintaining good oral hygiene to promote oral and overall well-being.

Standards of care in dentistry are constantly evolving as evidence-based research 
and dentistry are continually used to inform the best care.  It is the responsibility of 
the dentist to be aware of the standards of care in 2026 for all areas of dentistry. If 
clinicians fail to meet accepted standards of care in all areas of dentistry, they are 
exposing their patients to risks and their professional reputations to legal liability. 
This course will review in detail the most essential standards of care to follow today.

Learning Objectives:
1.	 Learn today’s standards of care for critical areas of dentistry including 

radiographs, premedication protocols, medical clearance, and oral 
cancer screening.

2.	 Learn what needs to be documented in the clinical records to prove that 
standards of care were met.

3.	 Learn what the standard of care means in dentistry.

Dr. Gardiner graduated from Rutgers College in 1974 with a degree in Zoology, and he is a 1977 graduate of the University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of NJ with a DMD degree. He is a full-time general dentist in New Jersey and for over 35 years has served as an expert witness 
in reviewing dental malpractice lawsuits. He is on the faculty of the Rutgers School of Dental Medicine as an Assistant Clinical Professor 
and teaches clinical fixed prosthodontics.

Dr. Geisinger is a Professor, Director of Advanced Education in Periodontology, and Acting Chair of the Department of Periodontology in 
the University of Alabama at Birmingham. She is a Diplomate in the American Board of Periodontology and a Fellow in the International 
Team for Implantology, the International College of Dentists, and the American College of Dentists. She has authored over 80 peer-
reviewed publications and serves on the editorial board of several journals.
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